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POINT PAPER

MUTUAL LOGISTICS SUPPORT (MLS) PROGRAM

PURPOSE:  Provide a brief description of the Mutual Logistics Support (MLS) Program.

DISCUSSION:

-
Program rooted in 1979 U.S.-NATO Mutual Support Act, which liberalized acquisition and reciprocal provision procedures for logistics support, supplies and services

-  Mutual Logistics Support Agreement (MLSA) signed between U.S. and ROK governments in 1988 to facilitate U.S.-ROK mutual logistics support.  The MLSA was amended in Feb 2004 to expand the scope of available services to include cooperative military airlift support, calibration services, and the temporary use of general purpose vehicles and non-lethal items of military equipment  
--
MLSA facilitates support during combined training, deployments, operations, and exercises such as RSOI/UFL, or during unforeseen circumstances such as outbreak of hostilities; MLSA can’t be employed to serve as routine supply source

--
MLSA covers broad range of logistics support including, but not limited to, food, billeting, transportation, POL, communications services and medical services. Restrictions include, but not limited to, weapon systems, guided missiles, chemical ammunition, chaff and chaff dispensers, and major equipment items

-
MLS cannot be given or received without an Implementing Arrangement (IA) in place; exception during hostilities or if there is an urgent need or unforeseen requirement

--
IAs spell out terms and conditions of support; giving or receiving MLS without IA in place can result in Anti-Deficiency Act violation and possible individual legal action

-
MLS must be compensated through cash payment or replacement-in-kind only; equal value exchange MLS not allowed.  Service components must budget for and use O&M/OMA funds to execute MLSA IAs

-
Annual U.S./ROK armistice cash payment ceilings are:  buy - $60M ($20M limit for supplies other than POL) and sell - $75M.  Ceilings don’t apply during hostilities
APPROVED BY:__________________________










TIMOTHY P. McHALE










Brigadier General, USA










Assistant Chief of Staff, J4

