Construction of High Speed Rail
Korea is building a high speed rail, a super speed transport mode, which will revolutionize transportation.  The high speed rail is being built in the 412 km sector between Seoul and Pusan.  With these two cities as the starting and end points, the high speed rail will have 4 stops in between at Cheonan, Daejon, Daegu, and Kyungju Stations.  The high speed rail project was divided into 2 phases in order to reduce the burden of initial investment and for early easing of serious congestion in Kyungbu area.  Phase 1 involves building a new line from Seoul to Daejon while simply upgrading the existing line for Daegu-Pusan sector for opening of the high speed rail in April 2004.  Construction of the new high speed line between the upgraded Daegu-Pusan portion will be begun in 2004 as Phase 2 of the whole project and is to be completed in 2010.  Total of 18,435,800 million won will into building the high speed rail and France's TGV was chosen as the train type which is able to travel at a maximum speed of 300 km carrying 520,000 passengers daily.

Project Outline

· Sector: Seoul - Cheonan - Daejon - Daegu - Kyungju - Pusan (totaling 412 km)
· Construction period: June 1992 - 2010 (with Phase I completed in April 2004)
· Project cost: 18,435,800 million won (12,.737,700 million won for Phase 1)
· Plan of operation
· Train operated at maximum speed of 300 km
· Transport capacity of 520,000 passengers daily
· Able to transport 935 passengers in one run of 20 trains

As of July 2000, Six trillion won had been spent to complete 51.5% of the project and the 40 km test operation sector was opened in December 1999 and trains are being testes to run at maximum speeds of 300 km/hr.  Construction of Honam High Speed Rail is also being considered in order to prepare for increased transport demand in the region and to promote balanced development.  The basic study for this will be conducted in 2001 - 2002 based on which the project plan will be developed.  Once both the Kyungbu and Honam High Speed Rails are completed, not only will traveling anywhere in the country in just half a day be possible using the railroad, but the enhancement in passenger and cargo transport that it brings will greatly stimulate regional economies and effect significant changes to people's everyday lives economically and culturally.

